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SSCSTPESES SELLS 
To the Noble Patron, and the inge- 


nious Society of 
BuLrit-Fezarurtr Hans. 


Sir,give me leave to ſpeak but what ts true, 


T dare aver, Horns don't belong to you. 
Net thogh they do n't it s not awiſi to know 


What Cuckolds are,tho none of you are 0. 
Accept theſe lines then, the Author ſays 
That be wil wear yr Feather for his Bays 
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Bull-Feather-Hall, 


0 R + / 
The Antiquity and Dignity of Horns 
amply (hown, ec. 


> He bare naming of Brxl-Feathers- 
S Hall, will rather amuſe” ſuch as 
&@ underſtand not what it 1s, chan 
give ſatisfaion what is meant 
thereby. Therefore to-avoid. pro- 
lixity , 1 fhall cake in hand the 
ſubje& matter, to wit, the Horn, 
and ſo in ſhoit wind up my dif- 
courſe. What the BulP's Feather 
fignifiech, chere is none fo igno= 
rant but may eafily conje&ure, and none ſo wiſe bue 
hath or may have it, tothe obtaining of which, jealouſy 
15 the readieft way.. To fhew how farthis ingenious So- 
Ciety is from the leaft ſuſpicion, they publickly play 
with thoſe Feathers which. are the emblems of other 
mens uking forcheads. They are wiſe as the Serpent, 
that moſt of all gugrds and looks to his head, andare 
withall harmleſs (or asit isin the Original, hornleſs ) as 
Doves. Now the eruth of it is,there are none Cuckolds 
but ſuch as chink themiclves ſo, which proceeds from 
conſciouſneſs of fone defe&, and ſo the word fignifierh 
by three letters therein contained , if you will believe 
the ancient and Orchodox Expoſitors of the Word , 
C cold, O old, K knave, which put rogecher is cold- 
old-knave, or as ochers would have it derived from 
Cock old, according to the French coquage, as much 
as tolay,an aged Cock. This Ecymology is drawn bare- 
ly from ſuppolicion, fince the youngeſt and moſt luſty 
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are not exempted out of that number; when the ſign is 
in Cepricors or Aries there is no withſtanding the face. 
of Cuckolding, Coy and ſqueamiſt! fomachs diſreliſh 
ſound, ſolid and whelſom fleſh, when-a nicety, a codlin, 
or ſo forth, they ſhall greedily ſwallow. Nor isit the 
buckſome girle alone, but the ſeeming chaſt Diane thar 
tranſformed Aﬀecon's head, therefore there *s no reſtri- 
Gon can deter « woman from having ewo bolts to her 
door,if ſhe ſopleaſe; and for that ſame reaſon, it is Epi- 
demical patience only that muft deſtroy the growth of 
'that budding infamy. Ic is only the ſtrength of imagi- 
nation that doth oftentimes convert ' che Aſﬀe's long 
ears into horns; thus much concerning the riſe of the 
name, now touching the grounds for which they are 
faid to wear Horns : And-truly *tis no wonder ſo many 
have them, ſince the firit lefſon they learn is taken our 
of their Hornbook; the reaſon I ſay that they are faid 
ro wear Horns, may be drawn from the effe&t thereof, 
ro wit, plenty ; that man need not want that hath an 
handſome Woman to his Wife, that will be as willing 
roentertain, as heto-conceal and wink at the aRions of 
amorous vifitants, Hence it was that the Ancients pi- 
ured Rivers with a man at the head thereof, with an 
Horn in his hand, intimarting plenty flowing throught 3 
Orhers will have it-derived trom the Indians, they ha- 
vingThis cuſtom, that whoſoever preſented an Elephanc 
to any woman, though married, might freely lie wich 
her, which the Husband took as a great honour, thac 
his Wife's beauty deſerved ſo great a preſent, and there- 
fore kept the horns to be ſhown, as we do our Coats of 
Arms. Neither do I know why any ſhould be aſhamed: 
of his Horns, ſince the Gods in former times were pi- 
Aured with them, their Statues being made of Ivory, 
Ic's ſtoried, that Horns grew on the head of Cippus , 
which were preſently interpreced, that he ſhould be Em- 
peror. 

Moreover, Aries and Taurw, the Ram and Bull are 
figns in the Zodiach , whereas Vrſe Major & Minor, with 


B other 
8.41 . 
Os. 


(6) 
other creatures, whoſe heads were never adorned with 
Antlers, are content co enjoy the honour of a conſtella- 
tion, Mabomet jn his Alcoran declares, that the world is 
ſupported by an Ox; it is not improbable but that he 
meant the people who are called a Beaſt of many Heads, 
and conſequently of as many Horns. An Or in former 
time was held in ſuch great eftimation as to. be accoun- 
ted a mens fcllow, and whoſoever killed him was ads 
judged worthy of death : what this Ox was, and whac 
moral may be drawn from hence, | {hall leave 
ic to others to imagin, Befgdes, of what great uſe 
horned Beaſts vre to mankind, none will deny, cicher for 
food, as the Bul!, Kam, Goat, Stag, &e. and their fleſh 
not alone, but the Horns of ſome are of molt excellent uſe 
in phylick : the Herts Horns, and Unicorns Horns being 
the greateſt cordials that are, Take off your eies from 
che earth,and take a view of the ſuperficial Heaven, and 
there obſerve the Moon Horned, Aries and Taurus hore 
ned,belides Capricorn, &c. all which have their operati- 
ons and influences on us mortalls. Ir is the Moon that 
makes us become Lunatick,or Horn mad, and therefore 
Tom-a-bedlams wear Horns about them, as acknowledg- 
ing her power : but ſuch of Bull-feathers Hall wear them 
ro give the world co underſtand how free they are from 
ſuſpeFing cheir Wives intregricy , making « publick 
laughter at that which ſo much troubles others. © This 
ingenious Society doth, as Plempis a famous Phyſician 
did, write of the light learnedly and ejaborately chaugh 
he himſc1f was blind, or as D. Hervey compoſe( an ex» 
cellent Treatiſe of generation whereas he himſelf had no 
Children. But ſomething more of the diguicy of the 
Bulls Featber. Fupiter when he fell in love with Exropa 
converts himſelt intoa Bull, not ſcorning to wear what 
he gaveto others, although he ventured his taking up 
for a ſacrifice, Mers on ſuch another amorous account 

curns himſelf into a Ram. 
It will not be amis fince we have treated of che dig- 
nity of Horns to ſpeak fomething of their a 
abbi 
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Rabbi, Foſeph affirmeth , that Cains mark was a Horn in 
his forchead 3 _ they ſay for certain tips his bow 
with horn: and therefore the Ancients report, that in 
the Chappel of jealoufie, che muſick of the Quire was 
Rams Horns and Corners; the horned Moon, or Diane, 
had her uſual Cacrifices of Bulls heats 3 chere are none 
but have heard of che battering Rams of old, and how 
the walls of Fericho fell by the ſound: of Rams Horns : 
The Spaniard of old made an Oftize which they heldin 
great honour called Gent. of th» Hors, and hippy was 
chat Citizen thac could be aitmicred into ſo high a place. 
Heralds make Horns a good bearing in Arms, and the 
Germans fancy above any thing to have thein for their 
Creſts; among us it is an ancient cuſtoni-co have Horns 
in Halls or Parlors to hang Hars or Cloaks on, and ſome 
at this-preſenc cake great delight co-drink our of a Horn, 
and truly Lain apt to believe chat Corinzs which fignifi- 
eth a Crown, is derived: from Corxiz a Horn; hence the 
Talians call the Duke'of Y exice Cromwn-Corno, and is not 
much unlike an Horn, Seleucus and-Lyſimachw-gave ſtrict 
charge that their Statues ſhould have Horns, in-memory 
of theBuls they held by cheHorns flying from che Altars. 
To conclude,in the non-age of che world, there hath 
been ſome born with Horns really growing' on their 
heads, Whothen bat Horn-madmen will bz diſplea- 
ſed at the ſight of a Horn? the way co make it no eie- 
ſore ,. is to: be familiac with it 3 accuſtome your ſelves 
to it as we do, and you may look- upon @ Bulls Feather, 
and yet your cies not water. ''Them2n of old pitured 
Madam Luns wich her ſhooes turning up like an Hoen, 
from whence we draw this moral, that all jealous ſuf- 
pe&ful and diltruſting choughts chat cauſe the groxch 
ofthe Bulls Feather, ace to bz trolen under our feet , 
chooſing rather to wear ſeemingly what we have not, 
than” co carry what we imaginarily have obſcurely 
in our pockets, Werakea courſe co ſtab jealouge to the 
heacc, that it may not excruciate us with diſquieting 
thoughts ; we know' that the curbing females of theic 
deſires doth buc coach them co run headlong into preci- 
Pices, - 
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picesz und if-wefear to be deceived,'we teach them but. 
co decieve; and to be ſure, where jeuloufic is Jaylor 
the wife will not fail to break priſon. Fupiter ingeni- 
ouſly confeſſerh,that ic was Funo's ſuſpition that was the 
cauſe of his transformation into a Bull,bellowing out his 
luſtful defires ; It is very certain, according to the opi- 
nion of moſt Phyſitians, that imagination produceth 
real diſeaſes, and by conceiving « thing it ſeales an im- 
preſlion or idee of che thing imagined, and therefore 
tancies of being coxnuted never trouble our heads, we 
have a ſuperſedeas againſt them, -and have creed ro our 
ſelves an Aﬀurance Office for our wives chaſtities : Pro- 
vided, they ſhould get a fall , we mult conſider 
they are not Angels, but fleſh and blood, and live a- 
mong Engliſhmen, in Latine called Angii, as if one 
ſhould (ay, good Anglers in-other mens pounds, there- 
fore do nor lace them coo ſtrait, leſt you make 
them go awry ; the tyranny of conſtraint will never gec 
che monarchy of heares. Laſtly, if it be your fortune 
chat your Horn muſt be exalted among che reſt of your 
Brethren, be content, fince *twas the decree of Fate ; it 
is not abſurd to inhabit where another hath dwelt. Art 
toninus that brave Emperor honoured that perſon for 
loving coo tov amorouſly his Empreſs Fauſtine. King 
Agis was fo far from being troubled at Alcibtedes that 
cornuced- him , thar though it was publickly known , 
thought himſelf inconcerned wich his Wife's infamy. 
You tce the Heathen wear patiently their Horns, and in 
that even outvie & Spauiſh Chriſtian; ſhould ic happen 
co any of us to have Antlers carved to us, we ſhould look 
upon them no more, than as the merry thoughts of 
Pullets; and I ſhould chink him unwiſe thac would throw 
away the dainty bit meerly for the reſemblance of the 
bone : it you will nor allow of this do&rine,, neither 
permitting Jove your Rival, nor admic of Pythogoras 
wich his golden Ship as Paccner in your ſheec, I wiſh 
you ſhipt in the ſhip of fools, bound for Cuckolds Haven, 
but by the way daſh againſt che Rocks of ſuſpicion and 
diſcontent. 
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T he Deſcription of the Manners, Ritec, 
Cuſtoms , and Revenues belonging to 
that ingenious and numerons Society 


of Bull-Feathers Hall, 


RIF His Club of Bul-Feathers-Hall is compo- 
47 RS fed of ſelefed Cirizens, both ingenious 
* C and ſuch whom Fortune ſmileth on, be- 
iS; »y fides Gentlemen of no mean rank and 
| SS& quality. They meet every Tueſday and 

SIIDLST Thurſday inthe evening at ſeven a clock, 
in Ghequer-TYard in White-Chappel ; Their intent of 
meeting is only to ſolace themſelves in harmleſs mirth 
and merriment, and to propagate good ſociety ; when 
met at the time appointed, the Patron in his Crimſon 
Satten Gown , With his Cap furr'd and guarded with a 
ſmall pair of Antlers, ſeats himſelf in his Chair under 
a Canopy adorned with a large pair of Feathers : then 
is the Cryer ofthe Court commanded to proclaim, that 
every Brother of the Sociery then preſent cover his 
head with Court Caps, and ſo pay in his Club to the 
Stewards, which fic on the right and left hand of the 
Patron; the Table before them is covered wich a green 
Carpet, and before the Parron a large Velvet Cuthion, 
on which lies che horned Scepter and Sword. The 
Brethren in very neat fur'd Caps, every one diverſly a- 
dorned with Feathers (as the cuſtom of the Court is 
tocall them) ſeat themſelves promiſcuouſly , or as he 
finds his inclination leads him co delight in one Brothers 
ſociety more than another. They drink our of horn, 
which they call plate, and in the Room (which is very 

, C large, 


— —— —_ — 


(10) 
large, ſuitable tothe Society, ) are placed round ſeveral 
ſorts of Horns, which they call: Utenſils belonging ro the 
Court, Their Orders er Laws enaQed are very many, 
end are ſtrigly obſerved,.there are not any of them bue 
what are abſolutely necefary,or neceſſarily convenient; 
for, curſing, (wearing, and blaſpheming 1s forbidden , 
nay,abhorred and ſeverely puniſhed with a mul&. If one 
Brother abuſe ano: ker, either by word or aQion, he is 
fined z neirher do they tolerate carping at,. or upbraid- 
ing other mens miſeries, or medling wich State affairs, 
and more eſpecially Holy Writ, with many more very 
requifite, Now if any Brother fhall be complained on 
co the Patron for breach: of any Order contained ia a 
long Roll, the Brother offending, is by the Controller 
brought to the Bar; then is a Jury of three Brethren 
empannel'd by the Clerk, and ſworn by him on a blank 
book covered with: Horn-: the witneſſes being ſworn 
likewiſe, they give in their evidence, upon which the 
Priſoner hath full liberty to:render his defence. By 
way of digreſſion, it is extreamly pleaſant, nay profita» 
ble co the underſtanding, to hear how ingenioully ſophi- 
ſtical ſome will anſwer the charge drawn up againſt 
them, and to obſerve with what moderation and gra« 
vity the Patron weighs each particle, opening and fta- 
ting the caſe to the for » who after that withdraw, and 
according as they find the faQ ſois the Priſoner fined , 
which fine is immediately payed untothe Steward, and 
laid upin publick ſtock ; all which is done with ſobriety 
and without contradiftion. There are ſeveral Officers 
belonging to the Court, which are ele&ive or choſen 
once a quarter, and ſo ſhould the Patron ; but he chac 
now is hath ſo prudently, gravely and diſcreetly ma- 
naged that honourable place, the ſociety in general 
hath conferred upon him, that they are not inclinable 
co a new eleftion. 

The names of the Officers of Bull-Feathers Hell are 
theſe, 

The Patron, Two Stewards. 

The 
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The Sword-bearer. The Mace>-bearer 
Adopting Mace-bearer. Maſter of the Ceremonies. 
Mr. troller, Cryer, or Porter. 

As yetthe Revenues of Bul[-Feathers Hall is but ſmall, 
and what doth appertain unto ir lieth diſperſed. As 
Horn-fair, the toll of all the gravel carryed up High- 
gate-Hill; They have ſome propriety in Horaſey and 
Cow-laxe, a confiderable quantity of Plate the Hoiners 
owe them; Beyond the Seas Crook-born, Leghorn, and 
Oxman town in Treland pay them conſtant tribute, nay 
the Great Turk acknowledgeth himſelf indebted ro 
them for his Demy-lunes. And truly would every Bro- 
ther that is ſo, or merits adoptien into the Fraternity, 
leave but a ſmall legacy to this Society, their Horn of 
plenty would exceed all others, 


The mener of their going from Busby's folly to High-gate. 
On Monday being the (ſecond of May, ſome part of the 
Fraternity met at Busby"s folly in. Iſlington, where after 
they had ſer things in order by « due confideration and 
conſultation among themſelves, they thus marched ouc 
J, ===» ordine quiſque ſuo. Firlt a ſet of Trumpets, then the 
Controller or Captain of che Pioneers wich thirty or 
fourty following him with Pick-axes and Spades to lc 
yel che Hill, and Bavkets withall to carry gravel : what 
( quantity of gravel pits were ordered tobe digg'd by that 
; Tun of fleſh ( «/i45)) the Viceroy of Cornucopia,is yer un- 
certain. After chem another ſet of Trumpeters, and 
alſo four that did wind the Horn, after them followed 
the Standard ( «{:45 ) an exceeding large pair of Horns 
fixed on a pole which three men carried, with pennants 
"n eachtip, the Maſter of the Ceremonies attending it, 
with other Officers. Then followed the Flag with che 
Arms of the Society, with horned beaſts heads draun 
thereon, with this Mocto, 
To bave, and not to vſe the ſame, 
| Is nt their glory but their ſhame. 
Aﬀer theſe came the Mace-bearer, then the Herauld at 
B 2 Arms 
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Arms, with the Arms of the Society, The Coat I can«: 
not rightly blazon, but I remember the ſupporters were 
on the one fide a Woman with a whip in her hand, be- 
tides char of her tongue, with a menacing look, and 
underneath half the Motto, Sic, volo,fic jubeo;on'the other 
fide a man in wotul plight,and underneath him Pattentia 
pitimur. Then the Sword-bearer, and after him the 
Patron,on whoſe right and left hand went the two Stew= 
ards in Plufh Jackets wich large red Scarfs, the Patron 
1M a Crimſon Sacten Gown; after theſe followed the 
reit of the Brethren by wor, each in'a various fur'd 
and horned Cap, and were brought up by no m-an 
Officer with a jargz pair of Horns. The Cryer 
or Porter being then Marſhal went by their ſides. 

In this Equipage they marched, and in. very 
good order, attended by multitudes of peoples, ſome 
admiringzas well they might, as being a ſtrange light and 
unuſual, others ſpending cheir judgments, and pafling 
their verdiCs according to what their fancies repreſen= 
ced. *Twere impollible to relate” thoſe witty taunts and 
replications that paſt interchangeably, therefore I ſhall 
paſs over all, and only give youan account of tran(-- 
actions at High-gate 3, approaching near the Gate, the 
Viceroy of the gravel pits came out to meet them with 
his Mace and Cap ; and. after ſeveral congratulations 
reciprocally paſt between them, made a ſpeech to the 
Patron at large ina full Horn of plenty. Afcer they 
had gone through the Gate, they came back, andſo- 
round the pond, and then came up to che Gate again,. 
where one made'a ſpeech, to this purpoſe. 


HARK! 
Methinks I hear cenſoriow Mimicks ſay, 
This is « May-game for ſome Holy-Day. 
Each day's a Feſtival, to them that may 
With freedome ſport themſelves on every day : 
Such are our perſons, and our fancies, wt 
Both from confinement, and from Horns are free, 
Who then comtrolls our paſtime, or it ſcorn ? 


The 
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The greateſt Gallants love to wind an Horn, 
Beſides "tis cuſtomary to ſome Nations, 

To take delight in imitating faſhions. 

But ſhould mo(t wear, what i for Cuckolds made, 
Surely 'twould fpoyle the Feather-makers trade : 
Our Feathers then don't ſhame ws, ſince the beſt 
Fancy themſelves they bave &@ fairer creſt ; 
Whenee obſervation plainly lets us know, 
Imagination makes a Cuckgold fo. 


The (peech being ended, they went to dinner, which 
was ſfumptuouſly and readily brought up at-the ſounding 
of Trumpets, and winding of Horns. All things were 
ordred with ſuch fore-light and prudence, asit gave a 
general ſati-fuFion toall. Afﬀrer dinner ſeveral were 
adopted in manner and: form following, the Officers 
of the ſociety in the (ſeveral and reſpe&ive places advan- 
ced about the room twice, or thrice, (inging the ſong of 
the Bulls- Feather in theſe words. 


T chanced not long ago 45 I was walking, 

An Eccho did bring me where two were talking ; 
"Twas a man ſaid to by wife,die had I rather, 
Than to be Cornuted, and wear the Bulls Feather. 


Then preſently ſhe reply*d, Sweet, art thou jealous 2 
Thou canſt not play Vulcan before I play Venus : 
Thy Fancies are fooliſh ſuch follies to gather ; 

There is many an honeſt man wears the Bulls Feather, 


Though it be inviſible, let no man it ſcorn, 

Being it's a new Feather made of an 014 Horn : 
He that diſ1ains it in min4 or heart either, 
May be the myre ſubjeti ro wear the Bulls Feather, 


He that lives diſc ontented, or in deſpair, 
4nd feareth falſe meaſure, becauſe bs Wife's fair, 
GC 3 His 
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His thoughts are inconſtant, much like winter weather ; 
Though one or two want it, He ſhall bave @ Feather. | 


s 


Bulls Feathers are common as Ergo i'th" Schools, 

And only contemned by thoſe that are F.als : 4 
Whby ſhould @ Bulls Feather cauſe any unreſt, 

Since Neighbor's fare alwaies is counted the beſt. 


T boſe Women who are faireſt, are likeſt to give it; 

And Husbands that have them are apt to believe it : 
Some men though their Wives they ſeem for to tedder, 
Would play the kind Neighbors & give the Buls Feather. 


IWhy ſhould we repine, that our Wives are ſo kind, 

Since we that are HWbends are of the ſame mind ; 

Sha!l we givetbem Feathers and think to go free, 
Believe it, believe it, that bardly will be, 


For be that diſdains my Bulls Feather to day, 

May light of « Laſt that will play bim foul play ; (ther, 
There's ne're a proud Gallant, that treads on Cows lea= 

But may be Cornuted, aud wear the Bulls Feather, 


The ſhorteſt, the talleſt, the fouleſt, the faireſt, 

The fatteft, the leaneſt, the common'ſt the rareſt ; 
When they and their Ducks are all merry together, i 
Will be ufing tricks to advance the Bulls Feather. 


A King and a Cobler, a Lord and a Loone, 

A Prince and a Pedlar, @ Courtier and Clown : 
Pur all their degrees and conditions together, 
Are liable alwaies to) wear the Bulls Feather. 


Though Beer of that Brewing I never did drink, 


Tet be not difpleaſed, if I ſpeak,whbat I think; | 
Scarce ten in an hundred, believe it, believe it, | 


But either they will bave it, or elſe they will give it. 


Then 
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Then let me adviſe «ll thoſe rhat do pine, 

For fear that falſe jealouſy ſhorten their Line * 

That Diſeeſe will torment them worſe than any Feaver, 
2 Then lex all be comented, and wear the Bulls Feather. 


The Gentlemen that is to be adopted, is arreſted 
by the Sword-bearer in the Patrons name, co be of that 
fociety. The Maſter of the Ceremonies immediately 
placeth him in the Adoyting Chair, where being ſat, 
the Controller cryes three times , Ceremonies, at which 
all che Brethren are bure, Then doth the Maſter of che 
Ceremonies, take off his hat, and in ſtead thereof plac- 
eth on his head a cap, and on a blanck-book Horned 
all over, gives him this Oath following : 


-— 


The Oath that is giver a Brother at 
his adoption, 


"2 In the Patrons name of the Bulls-Feather, 
And the ſociety met togetber : 
F thee adopt, and on this book, doſt ſwear 
| | Truth to the ſmock,, and what's to it moſt neay ; 
| And when thy natural ſtrength thou find' decay, 
And onV eneral Viols Canft nos play, 
With _—_ and finger I command, 
Tou fig d digittze with capin band, 
And then « leg inquerpo ſhalt thou make ; 
This ſhalt thou do for Madam Venus ſake : 
Laſtly obſerve, thou ſhalt efteem none other 
Equal to this our Club, ſo welcome Brother, 


(6) 


After this there is another mame given him, and ſo | 
preſented by the Sword-bearer and Controller 
cothe Patron, who with much gravity receives him, 
Ar which all the Brethren make acclamacions of joy : 
His name is entred,and the Orders given himto rea To 
conclude, this ingenious ſociety every quarter keep a | 
feaſt, chooting then new Officers, They are not ſg pro- 
fuſe in expence, nor extravagant'in their mirth as 46 
render them incapable or forgetful of doing works of 
charity, for on every ſuch feaſting day they give 12 do- 
zen of peny bread to the poor, 


